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Study Raises Questions About Group Homes for Kids

by Margie Menzel
News Service of Forda

A new study shows that placing chik
dren in group homes instead of with
foster lunilies s much mom pxpensive.
and many children's advocates say it's
also worse for the kids

The stidy, released last mooth by
the Legisiamre’s Office of Program
Policy Analysis and Government
Accountability, found that stightly more
than 11 percent of children who ane
remsoved from their Sunilies are placed
In group homes rather than with rela-
tives, friends or foster families

Group homes cost the state nears
Iy S31.7 milkon for approximatoly
2,200 chilklren in 2013 14, more than
$37,000 per chidd. In comparison, the
state rato when a foster mily cared
for a child aged 13 %0 17 was $515 por
maonth, ar 36,180 per year

On Jan. 1, foster families got a
cost-ofliving increase o $527 peor
munth, accarding 1o the Dopartmeont of
Children and Familes

“Clearly, group eare Is more expesn-
sive” sald Krist Putnam, a child well
boing and pormanency manager at the
dopartmont. It provides such a differ
ent vel of stafling and services that we
really noed to be using M for the kids
who are most apprograte to be there

+. We have o number of dilferent things
to consider when making placements.”

The OPPAGA study notod that the
maln purpose of residential group
care Is “to provide a setting that ad-

dresses the unique noeds of childron
who require more Intensive services
than a family setung can provide
Comununity-basod  care lvad ogen-
cies may place children In other types
of group sentings basod on the child's
neods, such as residontial treatment
programs, Uwrarvuuv Wup  care
or developmental disabifities group
homes *

The problem with that, advoecates
say, is tht while many group homes
aro wiodedod on famibes, with lve-in
house-parents and smaller munbers of
children, 57 percent of Florida group
homes use shift workors who are less
likely to develop positive relationships
with the kids

“When we got in fghts, they'd call
the cops, mnd we'd get arrested,” said
Miranda Phillips, who lved In group
homes from age 13 to 18 “People are
r}mng w fight, especially il you throw
that many girks in o house together™

Phillips 5 now 22 and works with
Roady for Life, a Pinellas County pro-
gram for kids who age out of foster
care. She said the group hame she lived
in typically housed 40 girls. Calling the
police 1o deal with fighting or sther rule
hreaking was common, she sald, and
aften Jod to the teens heing charged.

“A o1 of us wanted 1o be casework-
ors or work with kids, and they can’t
do it bocause they have this [eriminad)
record,” Phillips said.

But Shelley Katz, chiof operating
afficer of Chiddren's Home Society of
Florida, said some kids prefer group

mehm‘mm

10 meet the need, we need a wide amay of
options”

homes with shift workery.

“There are kids who thrive with shift
sl she sald *We have some who
have come back and warked for 15"

According to the OPPAGA study,
about 25 percont of young aduolts who
choose 1o stay in extended foster care
after age 18 cioose 4 group bome

“Evary kid 1s not the suma,” Kawz
saud “Some need onaile interventions

all day, every day. ... In order to meet
the need, we need a wide array of op-
tons.”

Group homes primarily serve older
children and more males and minor-
Ity chilren with identified behsvioral
bealth ksues the study noled. Physical
aggression, ranning away, truancy and
drug use wery all more pronosnced
amang children in group homes as op-
posed to foster femilivs, but sccording
w the study, those were the belaviors
that kuded them in group hames 1o be-

) with, yau

Jiristina Spudeas, executive direc-
wr of the advocacy group Florida's
Children First, said she often bears that
foster parents will refuse 1o take these
“difficudt to place” kids, or that the kids
are so damaged they can't live n rege-
lar homes

“Foster parents have these kids and
adopt them alse.” she said. “Bur foster
parents need additional support and
servioes 1o belp tham. The cost of help
{ng them to provide a home for hard-10
place kids would be far less than keep-

ingt the kids in & group bomwe ™

i.an Shauller of EE Tan Francaco:
based Youth Law Center, who has
fought against the use of group-home
placesnents in Flarida, said children
who live in groap bomes generally lack
models for parenting tholr own chil-
dron

“How do you know how to pareat”™
she asked, “You already came from
home where parsating was a problem
il you're i o group home ™



